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MOTHER EARTH DOOMED. What will the end be? 

What if someone were to tell you: - That you are not safe; that at any moment, perhaps even 

before you finish reading this page, the whole earth, and you with it, may puff out in an immense 

flare of blazing gas and molten metal, or that a flood will engulf you under countless millions of 

tons of water, or that you might suddenly freeze into a crackling, horrible solid, or that you might 

be left gasping out the last few moments of your existence, deprived of air, or that a hailstorm of 

ice, rocks, or metal may at any moment rain down from the heavens, wiping out all vestiges of 

human life?  

That one of these catastrophes will surely happen and perhaps in your own lifetime? That the 

human race is, of a certainty, doomed and cannot positively live on indefinitely, the only 

question being which disaster will overtake us first, and when? That the most remarkable thing in 

the world is that we have all managed to escape destruction so long? Is it not a wild prophecy, 

the raving of an imbecile, to be dismissed with a shrug and a grin?    

By no means, says Professor Ernest Brennecke, in a recent paper. He tells us it is the firmest 

conviction of a group of serious scientists of established reputation, who have devoted their lives 

to a dispassionate and careful examination of geological and astronomical evidence. This group 

includes such investigators as Dr. Max Valier, of Munich. Engineer Hanns Hoerbiger, of Vienna, 

Dr. Voigt, of Berlin; and Professor F. Queisser, of Prague. Of their latest researches, carried on 

with the daring born of scientific accuracy and a cosmic largeness of vision, Dr. Valier is the 

spokesman. In his publications, lectures, and interviews, he emphasises always the necessity of 

ridding our minds of our current notions respecting the solidity, motionlessness, and safety of the 

earth.  

One cannot, says Dr. Valier, awaken a man's perception to the undeniable fact, for instance, that 

the space through which the earth is rushing at the rate of thou- sands of miles per second is 

filled with gigantic, invisible blocks of ice, before he has learned to view the earth as the in-   

significant little speck of dust it really is, when compared to the colossal dimensions of the 

celestial system of which it is a minute part.    

What, then, is to become of us? How will this perilous situation end?  

To this burning query our scientists provide four answers - and all of them are correct. We shall 

be overwhelmed by the internal fires of the earth; our water will either give out or overwhelm us 

completely in a second Noah's flood from which no one will escape; our air will give out or 

become poisoned; we shall collide with another heavenly body. All of these things will 

eventually happen, says Dr. Valier. The only question is, which catastrophe will first have the 

honor of terminating the existence of man? Let us see.  

Until about a hundred years ago, the earth was thought to be, for the most part, a cool planet, 

except that it had a core of hot lava, connected by passageways to the craters of volcanoes, which 



acted as safety valves, when the central mass was agitated by unusually violent contortions. This 

view, according to Dr. Valier and his associates, can no longer be held.  

Borings made into the earth's crust in many places, in cold as well as hot climates, have indicated 

that the internal heat of the planet increases everywhere uniformly at the rate of three degrees for 

every hundred yards as we approach the centre. At every point fifty miles below the surface, 

then, there will exist a temperature of no less than 3,000 degrees! And at 100 miles below all 

known materials, including the hardest metals and stones, can exist only in liquid or gaseous 

states. 

And just as storms at sea toss icebergs and ships violently about, so may an unexpected storm in 

the liquid below us rock our continents and seas, toss them about in ghastly sport until all life 

thereon is extinct. Mild interior storms of this nature have already been responsible for the 

cataclysms which ancient books mention as the Flood and the sinking of the fabled continent of 

Atlantis into the ocean.    

But these catastrophes are as nothing to what will happen when something starts the continents 

rocking and tumbles mountain ranges into the oceans! 

Every schoolboy is taught that we cannot exist without water. Will there always be enough 

water? Heretofore we have always thought so. Ocean water is vaporised by the heat of the sun, 

ascends into the atmosphere, is condensed into floating clouds, and descends upon the land as 

rain, hail, or snow, whence it flows through our rivers, fertilising the land, to the sea. Thus there 

is an endless cycle, and no water is lost - at least according to the older  theories. But there are 

appreciable losses of water, says this group of younger scientists, and, unless it is steadily 

replenished, the human race is doomed to die of thirst and shrivel up completely.  

In the first place, water pressure at the bottom of the sea is so huge (about 1,000 times the 

pressure of the atmosphere on the surface of the earth), that some of it is bound to trickle through 

the bottom and into the boiling lake below, where the intense heat decomposes it into its 

elements, oxygen and hydrogen. Thousands of tons of water also go into the making of crystals.  

The latest calculations, as reported by Dr. Valier, indicate that these losses should cause all our 

oceans to fall eight inches every year. At that rate, it would take less than 12,000 years to divest 

the earth of its entire water supply - in reality the thinnest sheath of dampness, constituting as it 

does only one four-thousandeth of the entire weight of the globe. How is it, then, that this tragic 

loss has never before been noted? 

Here it is that a new and altogether revolutionary theory of Dr. Hanns Hoerbiger, of Vienna, 

comes to the rescue. This is the theory of the "cosmic ice," first tentatively propounded in 1903, 

and now beginning to win wide recognition. It is claimed that in the particular portion of the 

universe through which the sun is journeying, at the rate of at least ten miles per second, carrying 

with it its whole planet system, there are floating immense masses of water, naturally frozen   

into ice by the intense cold of the outer regions; that these blocks of ice are continually 

bombarding the earth, where they are melted by their friction with our outer atmosphere and 

descend upon us as rain or snow. 



This theory affords the only possible explanation of the yearly replenishment of our water 

supply. 

Air, as we know it and breathe it, forms only a small portion of the gas-sheath which enfolds the 

earth. If this ever gives out, or becomes polluted with harmful or poisonous gases, it will mean 

suffocation for us all. Was this life-giving mixture always the same, and will it always be the 

same?  

To these vital questions Dr. Valier supplies doubtful, negative answers. That the earth once 

possessed a far denser supply of oxygen is indicated by the immense size and curiously-formed 

respiratory apparatus of the plants and animals that inhabited the earth many thousands of years 

ago. This oxygen has been lost by the earth in its flight, for whenever any gas is generated here, 

by volcanoes or by artificial means, a corresponding amount of precious air is driven off, forced 

out into space and left behind, for the earth already drags along with it as much gas of all kinds 

as it can possibly hold to itself by its gravitational pull.  

As to the dangers which menace our earth from outside itself, our scientists are concerned chiefly 

by the sun; in the first place because we are so dependent upon it, in the second because of the 

certainty that it will one day destroy us, if we are still alive to witness that final catastrophe. 

For the sun is slowly but surely drawing all its planets towards itself. If nothing else happens to 

thwart the natural march of events, the day will come when the moon will fall upon the earth and 

when the earth will dive into the sun.  

But many things may happen before that. No one knows what countless millions of invisible 

worlds there may be in our pathway through space.  

Our progress is no less terrible and fraught with peril than that of an unlighted vessel through a 

moonless night and a sea covered with icebergs. Suddenly, before we shall have time to be aware 

of our danger, like a thief in the night, our fate, in the form of an unseen leviathan of the heavens, 

may overtake us - and there will be the end of all our hopes and sufferings as we explode in a 

single blaze of glory. - "Popular Science Siftings."   
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